During the civil rights movement of the early 1960s, Robert F Kennedy, the then United States Attorney General and brother to the presiding President, made a speech where he acknowledged civil rights failings in the US. However, he also pleaded for recognition of the progress made and the indications of further progress to come. Most memorably, he suggested that within 30 to 40 years the election of a Black president was possible. A prediction that was not far wide of the mark. Focussing on the prophetic aspects of the speech though is to largely miss the point. In effect he acknowledged the terrible oppression of the time and that such oppression could be expected to persist for at least another 30--40 years. Progress would only be achieved by slow incremental degrees and was starting from a low bar indeed. To Black Americans at the time, this probably offered little in the way of consolation. Some 60 years later, it is clear that structural racism against Black and minority ethnic groups is far from being relegated to the past. The terrible killings of George Floyd and Breonna Taylor at the hands of police officers and the stark inequalities in the deaths attributable to COVID-19 across ethnic groups have brought this insidious aspect of contemporary life into the limelight once more. This is of course not just a North American problem and remains a widespread inheritance from colonial history, which can be too easily ignored by those who do not personally experience its negative effects.

Structural elements of society determine life chances at every turn, such as the availability of prominent role models, access to quality education, health care, satisfying and well-paid work, and power and influence. These structural aspects of society load the dice in favour of the mainstream, tending to relegate all those who do not conform to this standard to a category of "otherness", a tacit label which affects life and health chances in a way that is clearly unjust and unjustifiable.

Neither is racism only a state-level problem brought about by national customs and governance structures. It can be argued that global structures such as the World Bank and the International Monetary Fund, which govern global economic policy and influence national policies across low and middle income countries, [remain effectively colonial in character](https://www.jasonhickel.org/blog/2019/10/16/apartheid-in-the-global-governance-system){#interrefs10}, in many respects serving to perpetuate global inequalities.

Pollution, environmental degradation, and climate change play out in the context of structural racism globally and nationally. Those responsible for the lion\'s share of the damages---be it carbon emissions, air pollution or mining waste---reap the most reward and are also most buffered from the negative effects on their livelihoods and health. Meanwhile those contributing least to environmental damages are left most vulnerable to their impacts and very often these differential risks and rewards fall along lines of ethnicity.

Tackling the causes and consequences of local and global environmental change requires a tackling of social injustice; the two issues are so intertwined that it should be bizarre to see them as separate agendas. Any tendency to do so would seem to derive from a privileged experience, which fails to see and acknowledge the full extent of racial inequality and its causes, or worse is unconcerned by them. Furthermore, the recourse to gradual and future improvements which, intentionally or not, function to pacify anger and delay progress blights both agendas. For example, reflecting on a recent report from the UK\'s Committee on Climate Change the prominent energy and climate researcher [Kevin Anderson argued](https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2020/jun/26/leading-scientist-criticises-uk-over-its-climate-record){#interrefs20} that the academic community has tailored their climate mitigation conclusions to fit with what they judge to be politically palatable. He goes on to suggest "If we were serious about this \[climate\] crisis we could do this in a year---if we were really serious we could do it in a month, but we are not and our emissions just keep rising." Climate and environmental breakdown and social injustice are both costing lives now, it is not enough to hope for incremental changes in the future.

Acknowledging that academia has its own troubling colonial artefacts, we pledge to work hard to ensure the journal is an anti-racist forum for research, comment, review, and news pieces from a diversity of authors. Planetary health requires an intersectional perspective and we are firmly committed to publishing important work which helps to address social, environmental and health justice and their intersections around the world.
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